[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]






 




THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 2				012/18/2005			Issue 51





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








And if we give gifts of reading to others, why should it not be reading that would help to prepare their souls for eternity? (Phil. 4: 8)





___________________________


Cont. from page 





and merriment. We can allow December- demands to out weigh our responsibility to the Lord if we are not careful. The church must always be put "first" (Matt. 6:33), even at Christmas time. A lot of sinful practices are associated with Christmas. Many parties held during the "Christmas season" involve sinful conduct. Immorality is wrong at any time of the year and "Christmas is no excuse for engaging in such (Gal. 5:19-20; Titus. 2:12). 


     Since "Christmas" is a holiday, Christians can observe holidays as custom dictates so long as they do not contradict the Bible. One can send greetings, give gifts and the like without doing so to religiously honor December 25th as the birthday of Christ. Observing "Christmas" as a holiday is no more wrong than observing any other civil holiday, as long as we do not attach religious significance to it. A thing can be right in and of it self, but can become wrong when it takes on a spiritual use. The attitudes expressed at the "Christmas season" (giving, greeting one another and being together) are not all bad". 


(From, Back to Basics, magazine by John Isaac Edwards) 


     May we all enjoy the spirit of the holiday season, while keeping our focus on the truth of God's word. 


    			


			JP





     The ability to read is a skill that many of us do not treasure, as we should.  It comes so easy.  The community provides free schools and requires us to attend.  Our parents are proud of us when we learn to read, and they commend our efforts to improve.  We are surrounded by reading material--books, newspapers, magazines, letters and advertisements.  Libraries nearby provide what might not be available at home.


     Reading has not always been so easy.  Even today in many countries schools are not accessible and where they are, school fees often prevent the poor from attending.  Children who do learn to read are often handicapped by a scarcity of reading material.  We have been moved to see Africans fighting to receive a tract, and this is good reason to provide tracts for them, but we need to understand that the same people will fight over advertisements for refrigerators or old newspapers or any other reading material.  They simply want something to read.


      Many Americans do very little reading, and much that is read is of little value.  I sometimes see people leave a library with a stack of books as large as they can carry, but most of the books are chosen primarily for entertainment--entertainment that is often not too wholesome at that.  It is not wrong to read for entertainment or for secular information, but in whatever leisure reading we do priority should be given to material that has eternal value.














reading; and they provide us with wisdom and knowledge gleaned from those whole lives and thoughts were so dominated by the Spirit of God.


     Then there are journals and periodicals.  Most homes that I visit have periodicals of some kind--newspapers and magazines featuring news, sports, fashion, homemaking, gardening, and other fields of interest--but in many there is no sign of a religious journal.  It is true that some religious papers are good and some are bad; some are edifying and some can lead us astray.  Discretion is needed in selection of journals to which we will subscribe, and discretion is needed even in the reading of each issue.  A blind loyalty to any journal is as sectarian as loyalty to any creed or denominational council.  This fact, however, no more condemns religious journals than it does preachers, books or schools for they, too, can become the rallying point of parties.


     There are several useful papers published by Christians.  Papers, like books, may target a particular readership.  Some are directed primarily toward evangelizing those who are not Christians.  Others are intended for home and family culture.  Still others are intended for mature Christians who desire a thorough study of the pros and cons of specific issues.  Each of these will contain valuable and worthwhile teaching.


     This article is intended to encourage good reading from whatever source it may come.  If we have secular magazines and papers coming into our homes, why not a gospel paper?


	


					





Reading


By Sewell Hall


First priority should be given to reading the Bible even if there is no time left for reading anything else





     First priority should be given to reading the Bible even if there is no time left for anything else.  Bible reading should be done over and beyond what is necessary to prepare for preaching, teaching or class participation.  We need periodic exposure to everything in the Scriptures.  No concordance, topical encyclopedia, computer program or prepared lesson material can substitute foe regular reading of the Scriptures.  Which of those tools would have provided Jesus with the answers He gave to Satan in the temptations or with the arguments He used to refute the errors of the Pharisees and Sadducees?


     Some commentaries are so well written as to provide easy reading.  McGarvey's New Commentary on Acts is a good example.  I have been greatly benefited by reading F. W. Farrar's Life of Christ and The Life and Epistles of Paul by Coneybeare and Howson.  Such books require time and concentration, but it is well worth the effort.


      Modern printing technology has produced books on Bible geography with pictures so beautiful and texts so graphic that one can almost feel that he is in the land.  There are interesting books of Old Testament history, which provide an excellent supplement to the reading of the sacred text.  As a young preacher, I found Robert Milligan's Scheme of Redemption intensely interesting and helpful in understanding God's purpose through the ages.


      Good books on church history, biographies of great Christians and gospel sermons are interesting and informative 








What About Christmas? Reused


(Gal. 4: 9-11)





     Throughout the history of Israel, its religious relationship to God was filled with the observance of days and seasons. Much attention was given to the commands governing the observance of these Holy days and God expected them to be observed as He commanded. Under the new covenant, however, there are no commands to observe any day, save the first day of the week. On this day we come together to remember the Lord's Supper as the early Christians did. (Acts 20: 7) Any other observance of "days" is forbidden by the silence of scripture.


     At this time of year the question often arises, by concerned Christians, “how do we handle the Christmas holidays"? I believe the answer lies within the question, i.e. just as a holiday but not as a Holy day. The modern day observance of "Christ-Mass" originated in Catholicism with some pagan trappings attached and is certainly not found in the scriptures. The question remains, nonetheless, can Christians observe these holidays? The following article addresses the question pretty well and these excerpts are submitted for your consideration.


     "We know for certainty that the Lord's people cannot celebrate "Christmas" as the birthday of Jesus, since we do not know when he was born.”Christmas" is a national holiday and some things are not wrong within themselves. At the same time we must see to it that "Christmas parties" and other festivities do not take priority over serving God as we travel to attend family gatherings. Often, giving on the first day of 


the week suffers because too much is spent on gifts Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith's Mother who is 


recovering from surgery, He has taken 


her home.


Bro. Anthony Petrochko's recovery


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


Our many members who will be traveling


over the holidays 











____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Jason Gaston


   Asst. 1-----Troy Halt	


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 4-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Rex Veteto


Scripture Reading---David Brown


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Ken Gay


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Drew Bowman


Song Leader-------Joe Phillips


2nd Prayer------Michael Burke


Scripture Reading---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Jason Gaston


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer--Jeff Lacquement


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


Invitation---Steve Tramell


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














